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And Dr, Hibry^ observing him from a distances
reflected that some day^ in his capacity of physician
to the dead^ he might well be called upon to certify
the suicide of his commissary of police^ and he made
up his mind in advance to conclude^ as far as
possible^ that his death was due to accidental causes.

Suddenly he seized his umbrella.

cc I must be off/1 he saici a I have been given
a seat for the Opera-Comique to-night It would
be a pity to waste it."

Before leaving the house^ Ligny asked Madame
Simonneau :

" Where have you put him ?n

ccln the bed/9 replied Madame Simoiineau*
cclt was more decent"

He made no objection^ and raising his eyes to
the front of the house, he saw at the windows of
the bedroom^ through the muslin curtains^ the light
of the two candles which the housekeeper had
placed on the bedside table*

a Perhaps/* he said^ ,cc one might get a nun to
watch by him,"

alt*s not necessary/* replied Madame Simon-
nea% who had invited some neighbours of her
own sex,, and had ordered her wine and meat
" It's not necessary, 1 will watch by him myself."

Ligny did not press the point

The dog was still howling outside the